Expression of integrins in tumour tissue of a patient with cancer of the Vater's ampulla complicated by pancreas divisum.
We present herein a rare case where cancer of the Vater's ampulla was complicated with pancreas divisum. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography demonstrated the pancreas divisum and stenosis of the common channel due to the tumorous lesion of the Vater's ampulla. Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography demonstrated that the Wirsung duct and Santorini duct were unconnected. The biopsy specimen at the upper gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma. The patient was diagnosed with cancer of the Vater's ampulla complicated with pancreas divisum, and underwent a pylorus-preserving pancreaticoduodenectomy. Immunohistochemical examination showed that the p53 protein and the alpha5beta1-integrin were expressed in tumour cells, and the proliferating cell nuclear antigen test was positive. Furthermore, the alpha5beta1-integrin was expressed in chronic pancreatitis tissue. We demonstrate that there is a risk that pancreas divisum will co-exist with malignant disease in the pancreaticobiliary area, causing a potential risk of complicating malignant diseases in the pancreas.